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Kecord-breakingHall for Democratic
Hosts.Will Seat 15,232 Peo¬
ple. Seating Arrangements
for Both Arenas Now Com¬
plete.Vast Hills and Ter¬
races of Humanity.Giant
Task of Assigning Seats and
Preparing Tickets.How the
Correspondents and Tele¬
graph Men Are Getting
Ready.Drayful of Tickets
for One Hall.

BY JOHN Rr.PRKTI! WATKIN8.

OXVBNTION
month has rolled
around.
The nre

nearly set for the
monster political
dramas to open at
Chicago only a

fortnight from
Tuesday, and at
Baltimore a week
later.
In both mam¬

moth theaters stage* carpenters make
deafeir.ng din of tlnai preparation. Box
office men are already on the verge of
nervous prostration. £>erybody and hie
brother seems to be pulling a wire to
ret a oard for one big show or the other,
and appears Indifferent a* to whether he
.ball sleep In a palatial hotel suite or

»<an41nc up In a vestibule, whether he
oomes In mug parlor car or astride the
trucks
Greater suspense than ever held such

multitudes before In all our political his¬
tory wMl pervafle the thousands crowd¬
ed upon the terraoew of seats rising above
the ampltheaters wherein the mighty bat¬
tles of the giants are to be fought to a
finish.

* .

Nearly five months have been spent in
preparations for these two colossal dra¬
in is The preliminaries have been In the
hands of experienced men.veteran spe-
¦ iallsts in the fine art of political show
managing. The same man who managed
the conventions which nominated Roose¬
velt in 19IH and Taft in 1!**4 again has
-ha *8* of the republican phow in Chicago.
Thla is William F. Stone, collector of the
port of Baltimore, a man whose unusual
executive ahilit\ led to his appointment
years ago a* sergeant-at-arms of the re¬
publican national committee. And John
I Martin, w ho has held the same office
under the democratic national committee
for twenty years, is the manager of the
convention preparations in Baltimore Ills
. xperiem e covers the tnst convention that
nominated Bryan, in l?iO»>, and all similar
democratic gatherincs since that date.
Since ;i ti/al convention management al¬
ways falls within the province of the ser¬
jeant-at-arms of each committee, these
men are about the busiest In the land
today
Arch teets weeks ago completed detailed

plans for the rearrangement of each of
the vast halls. With these working draw¬
ings spread before their foremen, th*
armies of mechanics have assembled the
parts of the great nominating machines
with the system and celerity of inen
building monster engines. Already is
known where each of the thousands of
chairs will pt placed and what their aum-

hers will be; Ju«t what spaoe.s will be
reserved for aisles. Indeed, I have be¬
fore me as I write two great plats like
thos*» In theater box offices,, only ten
times as large. They show exactly where
each ticket holder at either convention
will be seated and how far he will be
from the speakers' rostrums.
Take a glance, now, at the monster

halls where the two conventions will meet
this month.

*
* *

The republican hosts will gather at Chi¬
cago in the big Coliseum, where Taft was
nominated four years ago, where Roose¬
velt was chosen in li»04 and which was
fir«t used in 1896 for the convention in
which Bryan made his famous "cross of
gold" and "crown of thorns speech," six¬
teen years ago. When it was completed
upon the eve of that exciting gathering it
was bragged up as the largest building
under one roof in the world.

It is a stately castellated structure,
built of stone, and is adorned by round
turrets at the corners and flanking the
entrance?. It occupies a whole block of
five and a half a<"res fronting the tracks
of the Illinois Central railroad between
?Cid and 63d streets, at. the former of
which this railway has a special Coliseivm
station where delegates and spectators
from afar may leave their trains without
the delay of traveling otherwise through
the city. From this depot steps lead di¬
rectly Into one of the main entrances of
the hall.
So vast is the hall that from one end

to the other you will be able to count
111 rows of seats, on the main floor alone.
And down hfere there will be so many sec¬
tions of seats that the alpnabet has been
used forty-seven times in designating
the chairs. Thus there will be that many
different "A" seats before the gallery Is
reached.
The speaker*' rostrum, whence will be

heard the temporary chairman, and, after
him, the permanent chairman and speak¬
er* who place candidates In nomination,
occupies a semi-circular platform about
thr^e-fourths of the way down the hall.
At the rear of tills commanding station
will )>e three rows of seats occupied by
the fifty-six members of the republican
national committee, which is composed
of one member from each state and ter¬
ritory, and which will be the court to
hear contests, as well as the board of
manager? having charge of the conven¬
tion until it is turned over to the or¬
ganization chosen by the delegates. Be¬
hind this background of dtgnltaries will
rise a vast hank of seats, twenty-four
rows deep and eight-four chairs wide.
Here will be seated 1.7S7 guests of the na¬
tional committee, a galaxy of men in¬
cluding hundreds of the country's top-
liners, besides some notables from abroad.

*
. *

Immediately surrounding the speaker's
platform. In front and at the sides, will
be chairs and desks for 416 newspapor
correspondents, only 250 of whom were
provided for at the first convention held
in this building. In 1896. These figures
will give you some Idea of the growth
of journalistic enterprise within sixteen
years. There will be more than two
s^ats for each of the 190 newspapers and
press associations now maintaining tele¬
graph correspondents in the press gal¬
leries of Congress. Some of these papers
will take an entire staff to each conven¬
tion. including a managing editor, artists
and "dope-' writers, while others will be
represented by a single reporter.
From the press section, in the hall,

pneumatic tubes will carry these scribes'
copy directly down to a big telegraph of¬
fice underneath the speakers' platform.
The busy correspondent, sitt'ng at his
desk, directly in front of the rostrum, will
have an assistant to sort his copy and
dump it down the tube, which will shoot
it out upon a table at the operator's
right arm.
Tills Journalistic army will &it sidewise
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toward the speaker, on one band, and
toward four great blocks of delegates
upon the other.
These delegates.the men who will ac¬

tually make all of the history to be
wired from the convention hall.will oc¬

cupy the front half of the pit. There
w 11 be 1,078 of these this year.ninety-
nine more than voted in the last repub¬
lican convention, 172 more than sat in
that which chose McKinley In 1«M>.
They will sit in four panels of seats

forming a block twenty-two chairs deep
and fifty chairs wide. Directly beh nd
them will be a similar block reserved
for as many alternates.the reserve force
whose members will hold themselves in
readiness to reinforce the army of dele¬
gates should any of these fall to awaken
on any convention morning. And directly
behind this aux liary army will be a great
semi-circle of seats for 640 spectators,
kllowed to come in on the ground floor.
Surrounding these, as well as the alter¬
nates and delegates, will be placed a

great horseshoe terrace, from whose
slopes will gase down upon the show a
multitude of nearly 3,000 onlookers. Upon
the 'main floor alone there will be seated
7,041 people, including actors, critics and
audience.

?
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looking down upon these from the gal¬
leries will be 3,231 more, bringing the
grand total of persons of all classes pro¬
vided for to 11.172.
The steel trusses supporting the great

roof above the heads of this multtude

span 215 feet at their base and at their

apex are nearly 100 feet from the floor
upon which the expectant delegates and
alternates will shuffle their nervous feet.
The monster hall Is completely equipped

for all emergences. Should Queensbury
rules be resorted to to decide differences
between rival factions, there will be a

complete emergency hospital in one cor¬
ner of the build ng. And should such tur¬
moil result in a riot there will be fifteen
exits whence the terrified audience can

escape from the amphitheater. Should any

Imtxjoor- Of KE-PUBLrcAN convE,unoj4 Hall, Chxca.c»o
dark horse trainers start a stampede,
there will be seven aisles convenient
within the delegates' section alone.
Heretofore the rostrum of this g gantlc

amphitheater has been placed in the cen¬

ter of one of the long sides of the build¬
ing. This yeur it will occupy the end of
the hall, g vlng greater space behind the
speakers' stand.
After a lapse of forty years Baltimore

again comes into her own as a great con¬
vention city. But desp te this lapse she
still holds the record for the greatest
number of conventions of the big parties.
This year will bring her total up to four¬
teen such gatherings, and Chicago's up
to an even dozen. Clay and Van Buren
each received two nominations in the
Monumental city; Andrew Jackson. Polk,
Cass, Pierce, Scott, P llmore, Douglass,
Lincoln and Greeley, each. one.
Baltimore owes her prompt and suc¬

cessful preparation for the big show of
June 25 largely to the tireless efforts of
Robert Crain, who, as chairman of the
city's special committee selected for the
purpose, was largely influential in rais¬

ing the $100,000 fund which secured the
convent on and who has worked like a
Turk in assisting the national committee
in preparing for the monster meeting.

?
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It la the boast of Baltimore that her
convention hall, the great 5th Regiment
Armory, is the "largest exposition build¬
ing in the United States." Like Chica¬
go's Coliseum, it is a castellated struc¬
ture, whose walls are built of substantial
stone. It cost (100,000 and has 60,000
square feet of space on its main floor.
Maryland's industrial and pure food ex¬

position was held there last autumn. The
building is within less than a minute's
walk from the Mount Royal railway
station.
The convention will be held In a vast

room, 309 feet long by 200 feet wide. Con¬
trary to the arrangement of the republic¬
an hall this year, the speakers' platform
will be in the center of the long side.
Looking from one end of the monster

room to the other, the visitor's eye will
pass over 128 rows of chairs. On this
main floor will be <*ats for 10,768 people.
2,827 more than arranged for on the main
floor of the Chicago hall.
It Is estimated that the Baltimore con¬

vention wiil need fourteen more press
seats than that at Chicago. So 430 chairs
in the section directly in front of and
surrounding the democratic rostrum will
be reserved for the newspaper men.
But the bank of seats behind the stage

and the press desks will be smaller also
than at Chicago, there being 006 chairs
here, compared with 1,787 at tRe republi¬
can convention.
The democratic delegates will have more

room than those of the G O. P. To be¬
gin with, there will be 1.U04 of these all-
important actors In the Baltimore drama,
or sixteen more than at Chicago. And
to these l,0t»4 democratic delegates will
be allotted 1,200 chairs, or 106 more than
enough, exactly the same provision being
made for alternates, whereas the repub¬
licans will provide for fifty less alter¬
nates than, delegates.

stpublican. Convention. Hall chicaqo
Delegates and alternates will occupy

the center of the pit, as at Chicago, and
all recent conventions, and surrounding
them on each side, as well as the r»-ar,
will be block after block of chairs, ac¬

commodating, to b»» precise, 7,.'t:$2 spec¬
tators, the grand total upon the main
floor being, as stated, 10.7G8 people.

* *

From the improvised galleries will gaz"
down upon this city of human beings a

vast border of 4,408 more spectators. Th's
will surround the hall on all sides save

the space directly over the stage and
that directly opposite, where a great
bandstand is being erected. The original
galleries of the armory seated only s<«»
Thus there has been added upstairs space
for ove- .1,000 people.
All told, there wdl be chairs for 11,'.<3S

spectators, which, with the delegates, al¬
ternates. committeemen and press corre¬

spondents. \VI1I make a grand total of
15,232 people under the one big roof.
Thus the Baltimore hall will accommo¬
date over 2,700 more people than w 11
that at Chicago, and the Monumental city
will break all previous records for nation¬
al convention hall capacltv.
Surrounding this vast amphitheater is a

chain of thirty-five separate rooms. Kach
of the 6lx press associations will have a

room to itself, and others will he used by
committees and delegations; also as re¬

tiring rooms for guests. Two dozen stair¬
ways will drain the galleries of their
myriads, while six b g doorways will lead
from the ma n floor into the open.
All details of preparation for each

monster gathering are being carried out by
the sergeant-at-arms under the direction
of a committee on arrangements. Harry
S. New of Indiana heads this committee
for the republicans, while Chairman Nor¬
man E. Mack of the national comm ttee
has this extra task mposed upon him by
his party leaders.
Arranging the thousands of seats in the

two monster halls is but one of the tasks
which are vexing Sergeantsat-Arms Stone
and Martin. They are daily dealing with
plumbers, electricians, outfitters of all
kinds, printers, railway men and hotel
men. besides the newspapers and politi¬
cians. The printing and numbering of
the tens of thousands of tickets is an

enormous task to be directed. There must
be a separate set of these for each day of
the convention and they must be struck
from engraved plates containing compli¬
cated scroll designs, which it would be
difficult for any counterfeiter without an

expensive equipment to forge. For the

Baltimore ..invention alone o\nr *.*>,«»<
tickets have been printed, and the wholQ
supply tills a good-sized dray.

m
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There 1s also vast detail of arrangement
to be entered ir.tn with the local polic*
and lire departments, for protective meas¬

ures; with local hotel men, for the hous¬
ing of delegat ons. and with the railroads,
for the scheduling of special tra ns.
Then there Is the matter of appoint:n<

attendants to look after the con fort >t
delegates, alternates, pol'ticiana and sp«'.
tators. First there must be, for each run*

vention. an army of about 1» assistant
sergeants-at-arms, apportioned among th«
various states and recommended b\'
their <1..legations. Although these men
receive neither salary nor even traveling
expenses for their trouble, and althoUgti
they have to to I like Trojans from th<*
beginning to the end of the convention,
there is always a vastly greater demand
for these commissions than can lie tilled.
Opportunity to wear a badge giv ng open
sesame to all parts of the convention
hall is not the chief desideratum among
these ambitious appl cants The chanc#
of becoming personally acquainted witli
influent al men is far greater. Such ac¬

quaintances lead to opportunit . s for
granting favors which may be paid for
by appointments to positions somewhero
in the government service, state or
federal.
There Is also a corps of doorkeepers to

be appoin'.ed.two for each entrance to
the hall. They, too serve without pay
and thiir opportunit es of enjoying tho
excitement on the floor of the hall are
far less than those of the assistant ser-

geants-at-arms. Then there must bo
pressed into service an army of clerk*
and watchmen and an Amaion force or
charwomen, who are remunerated with
real money rather than with Influence
The scrgcants-at-arms themselves receivo
no salaries for their spec al work, al¬
though their expenses are born® by th^
national committees.

?
* *

The most complicated of all convention
preparations is the task of making tho
hall ready for the newspaper men. In
the Chicago Coliseum this is not so vox*

ing this year, as mere extensions have ta
be effected, but in Baltimore, where, an
said, an armory has had to be converted
into a convention hall, the problem hao
been most complicated. Many miles of
telegraph wire have had to be strung, new

(.Continued on Third Page.)


